
Exodus 13:17-14:31 for Redeemer Growth Groups  10 Sep 2026  

Moses wants us to know that the LORD himself fights for us and even from a ‘dead-end’ wins a 

comprehensive victory so that, like Israel, we would fear and trust him. 

Warmup questions: What examples can you think of suggest the Christian life is a failure?   

Pray & Read Exodus 13:17-14:31 

1. What stood out or struck you from the passage? (Could do this in pairs or threes).  

 

2. THE RESCUE: Imagine this true story made into a movie, what are the different scenes 

and what dangers are stacked against the Israelites?  

- Which moment in the story do you think is the most dramatic? 

- What do the Israelites say or do which surprises you?  

Here are lots of splits but could just be four scenes: journey begins, trapped, Red Sea crossing, aftermath. 

The detour (13:17-14:4): God guides them away from the obvious road. Danger: they look lost and 

trapped. 

The pursuit assembles (14:5-9): Pharaoh mobilises 600 of Egypt's best chariots plus the rest of his forces. 

The trap (14:9-10): Egypt behind, sea ahead. Danger: no route of escape left at all. 

The panic (14:10-12): Israel cries out in terror, then turns on Moses, wishing they'd stayed slaves. 

The standoff (14:13-20): Moses' word to stand firm; the pillar moves between the camps.  

The crossing (14:21-25): Wind splits the sea, Israel walks through with Egypt following them in. 

The collapse (14:26-28): the sea returns and Egypt's entire army is drowned. 

The aftermath (14:29-31): Israel sees the Egyptians dead on the shore. 

 

 

3. Why does the LORD choose to rescue Israel this way, rather than some easier route? 

- What is the purpose behind the events of this chapter? (See 13:17-18, 14:4, 14:13, 14:17-18, 14:30-31) 

- By the end of the chapter, has the LORD’s rescue achieved its purpose? Why? 

The LORD deliberately directs them into an apparent dead end and lets Pharaoh's army close in so that his 

own power is unmistakable: he gets glory over Pharaoh and all Egypt (14:4, 17-18), and Israel witnesses a 

comprehensive victory and salvation (14:13). By the end, it works: Egypt is destroyed, and Israel "feared 

the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses" (14:30-31). The purpose isn't just the 

rescue, it's that Israel knows that he is the LORD and responds with fear and trust. 

 

 

 



4. THE RESCUER: Who the LORD is from these chapters? 

- What does the LORD do to protect or save them from each danger? 

- What words would you use to describe the LORD in these chapters? E.g. warrior, shepherd, protector… 

- It's easy to agree or nod along with this lesson in your head but how do you think someone would know 

if they had really learned it? 

- Why is this LORD worth both fearing and trusting? (14:31)  

 

He guides them personally and visibly, choosing their route himself and going ahead of them as pillar of 

cloud and fire (13:21-22); he protects them by placing that same pillar between the camps, giving Israel light 

while leaving Egypt in darkness and confusion (14:19-20); and he defeats the threat entirely himself, splitting 

the sea, holding back the water while they cross, then closing it over the pursuing army so that not one is 

left (14:21-28). Israel does nothing but walk and watch. Fitting descriptions: warrior (he fights the battle 

himself, 14:14), guide/shepherd (leading them by the pillar), protector (the cloud shielding them from 

Egypt), and deliverer/saviour (14:13, 30). Something worth noting is that Israel contributes nothing to any 

of this; every verb of rescue belongs to God. 

 

 

 

‘So What?!’ Discussion Questions 

5. Now connecting this Exodus rescue to Jesus’ cross…  

- Does the cross look like failure or God fighting? How so? 

- How is the death and resurrection of Jesus an even greater victory for the world? (consider the enslaving 

powers of sin, Satan and death). 

  

 

 

6. We can be like the Israelites, wavering in the face of troubles in life. What ways does God’s 

rescue here bolster our trust in Him? 

- What situations in life cause Christians to distrust God?  

- How does God’s victory in Exodus and in Christ enable us to face troubles and stand firm?  

- what does standing firm in these troubles look like in practice?  


